
NBA PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION PLEDGES OVER $2.5 MILLION SUPPORTING HURRICANE KATRINA RELIEF VIA “OPERATION REBOUND” 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

New York, NY [September 6, 2005] The National Basketball Players Association today pledged aid in excess of $2.5 million to the victims of Hurricane Katrina.  NBPA Executive Director Billy Hunter announced the details of “Operation Rebound” during a press conference in New York.  Hunter explained that thanks to the efforts of the Players Association, in partnership with the charity Feed The Children, 89 truckloads of food and supplies have already been sent to the disaster area along the Gulf Coast, with another 30 already on their way. 

The aid from the Players Association coffers is just one part of what Orlando Magic forward and NBPA Secretary/Treasurer Pat Garrity called a "two-pronged attack, offering assistance from NBPA funds and coordinating efforts from individual players."  Hunter highlighted some of the player donations to date, including $100,000 from Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles Lakers and $60,000 from Baron Davis of the Golden State Warriors. 

New York Knicks guard Stephon Marbury personally pledged $500,000 to $1,000,000 at the press conference.  An emotional Marbury fought back tears as he talked about the plight of Katrina's victims.  "I see those kids crying, and I think about my kids," he said.  Marbury also downplayed the significance of his contribution, saying, "It’s not about money. We have to take our cares to another level, just the way we treat people."  Fellow Knick Allan Houston seconded Marbury's call for unity and collective effort.  "We are supposed to do this," he said.  "We are all one family."

NBPA President Antonio Davis of the Chicago Bulls, meanwhile, spoke of the need for long-term involvement as the Gulf Coast cities begin to try and pick up the pieces.  "The most important thing is not to just give money and then walk away," he said.  "We're not just going to be here today, we're going to be here next week, next month and next year." 
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Larry Jones, the Executive Director of Feed The Children, echoed Davis, saying, "It's going to be a long haul."  With over a million and half people left without food, drinking water or electricity, Jones emphasized that "everyone is doing what they can, but we're still not filling the need."

Former NBA player and current NBPA Director of Player Programs Purvis Short, who visited Gulfport, Mississippi with Jones, spoke of his shock at the destruction there.  "We were walking through rubble," he explained via conference call, before adding that the volunteers received a warm welcome from the stricken population.  "They were just so happy to see someone who was able to respond so quickly," recalled Short. 

NBPA Vice President P.J. Brown, who plays for the New Orleans Hornets and lives in nearby Slidell, Louisiana, provided another voice from the scene.  "Communities like mine are pretty much devastated," he said via telephone.  "You drive through there, and it's like somebody dropped a bomb." 

About the NBPA:  

NATIONAL BASKETBALL PLAYERS ASSOCIATION  The NBPA is a unique labor institution. For over 40 years, the NBPA has fought to promote the best interests of NBA players both on and off the court. Whether we are negotiating a collective bargaining agreement, prosecuting a grievance on a palyer’s behalf, or counseling a player on educational opportunities, our mission remains the same: To ensure that the rights of NBA players are protected, and that players maximize their opportunities and achieve their goals on and off the court.

About Feed The Children:

Founded in 1979, Feed The Children is a nonprofit, Christian, charitable organization providing physical, spiri​tual, educational, vocational/technical, psychological, economic and medical assistance and other necessary aid to children, families, and persons in need in the United States and internationally. During their 24-year history, Feed The Children has created and developed one of the world’s largest private organizations dedicated to feed​ing hungry people. Last year, Feed The Children shipped 63 million pounds of food and 24 million pounds of other essentials to children and families in all 50 states and in 51 foreign countries. Feed The Children supplements 484,453 meals a day, worldwide. Larry Jones, now President, during a trip to Haiti in 1979, witnessed acute mis​ery and needless hunger. Such overwhelming needs, coupled with Larry’s knowledge of enormous food and grain surpluses in America, led Larry and his wife, Frances, to create Feed The Children. In 2000, Larry and Frances Jones received the H.J. Heimlich Humanitarian Award for their humanitarian relief efforts throughout the world.

Monetary donations for “Operation Rebound” may be made out to:  

NBPA Foundation – Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund 

and sent to:

The National Basketball Players Association

2 Penn Plaza, Suite 2430

New York, NY  10121

Attn: “NBPA Operation Rebound”
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Corporate product donations should be sent to one of the following Feed The Children warehouses, attn: “NBPA Operation Rebound”
Feed The Children - OKC Distribution Center
29 N. McCormick
Oklahoma City, Ok  73127
for directions:  405-945-4113
 

Feed The Children- TN Distribution Center
615 Davidson Street
Nashville, TN  37213
for directions: 615-248-8540
 

Feed The Children- NJ Distribution Center
1111 Corporate Road
North Brunswick, NJ  08902
for directions:  732-565-0136
 

Feed The Children - IN Distribution Center
1000 Randolph Street
Elkhart, IN  46514
for directions:  574-262-5227
 

Feed The Children - CA Distribution Center
14300 Bonelli
City of Industry, CA  91746
for directions:  626-333-2899
-END-
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