


The National Basketball Players Association is a unique labor institution. As the recog-
nized labor union for all NBA Players, the NBPA has fought to promote the best interests of NBA 
players both on and off the court for over 40 years. Whether we are negotiating a collective bar-
gaining agreement, prosecuting a grievance on a player’s behalf, or counseling a player on benefits 
or educational opportunities, our mission remains the same – To ensure that the rights of NBA 
players are protected, and that everything possible is being done to help players maximize their 
opportunities and achieve their goals on and off the court. NBA players have not always enjoyed 
the privileges and protections that exist today. Before our union was created, players had to strug-
gle for many of the privileges we take for granted today, like fair salaries and necessary benefits, 
such as a pension and health insurance. Whatever services players require during their career, 
the NBPA will be there to advance their cause. We aggressively protect player rights and interests, 
and are available to address player concerns seven days a week, 365 days a year. The NBPA is 
committed to the development and protection of every NBA Player both on and off the court. As 
the union for some of the highest paid athletes in the world, we urge our players not only to learn 
more about our multi-billion dollar business, but to give back to the community whenever possible. 

Founded in 1979, Feed The Children is a nonprofit, Christian, charitable organization provid-
ing physical, spiritual, educational, vocational/technical, psychological, economic and medical 
assistance and other necessary aid to children, families, and persons in need in the United 
States and internationally. During their 24-year history, Feed The Children has created and de-
veloped one of the world’s largest private organizations dedicated to feeding hungry people. 
Last year, Feed The Children shipped 63 million pounds of food and 24 million pounds of other 
essentials to children and families in all 50 states and in 51 foreign countries. Feed The Chil-
dren supplements 484,453 meals a day, worldwide. Larry Jones, now President, during a trip 
to Haiti in 1979, witnessed acute misery and needless hunger. Such overwhelming needs, cou-
pled with Larry’s knowledge of enormous food and grain surpluses in America, led Larry and 
his wife, Frances, to create Feed The Children. In 2000, Larry and Frances Jones received 
the H.J. Heimlich Humanitarian Award for their humanitarian relief efforts throughout the world. 

The Abyssinian Baptist Church was founded in 1808 by a group of Ethiopian merchants who 
were unwilling to accept the racially segregated seating at the First Baptist Church in Lower Man-
hattan. Accompanied by free African-Americans, they organized to form The Abyssinian Baptist 
Church. Abyssinian, named after an ancient name for Ethiopia, is the oldest Baptist congregation 
in the State of New York. The church has had esteemed ministers such as Adam Clayton Powell, 
Sr., Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Dr. Samuel Dewitt Proctor and the current Pastor, Rev. Dr. Calvin O. 
Butts, III. Abyssinian is a church with a vision to build the Harlem community and continues the 
long tradition of spiritual growth, community development and empowerment. It is a vanguard for 
positive social change whose members take seriously the Christian command to spread the Gospel 
with love, peace and justice, to feed the hungry, to heal the broken-hearted, to build shelter for the 
homeless, to clothe the naked and to give to those who are lost an undying hope in Jesus Christ. 

Abyssinian Development Corporation (ADC) was born nearly 15 years ago from the 
passion of the Abyssinian parishioners to rebuild the community. ADC is a successful non-profit 
comprehensive community development corporation dedicated to improving the quality of life in 
Harlem through its mission to increase the availability of quality housing to people of diverse in-
comes; enhance the delivery of social services, particularly to the homeless, elderly, families and 
children; foster economic revitalization; enhance educational and developmental opportunities 
for youth; and, build community capacity through civic engagement.  Through its various target-
ed programs and activities, ADC plays a key leadership role in the current “Harlem Renaissance.”  

Founded in 1999, Uth Turn is a collaboration of churches, criminal justice partners, social 
service agencies, Fund for Community Leadership Development, and New York Theological Sem-
inary. Those who serve on this project work with “at-risk” youth, ages 13-21, those in greatest 
need of intervention: street youth, gang members, young people with pending or prior conflicts 
with the law. Uth Turn services: mentoring, leadership training, educational and job prepara-
tion, employment and social services referrals, counseling, and substance abuse support. A 
former civil right attorney, Rev. C. Vernon Mason currently serves as Chief Executive Officer for 
the Uth Turn initiative. From the inception, Rev. Mason has led Uth Turn into unparalleled suc-
cess with some of the most hard to reach youth. Uth Turn has a recidivism rate for incarceration 
of 17%. Uth Turn is being observed as a national model combining the best of the communi-
ty, school and organizations of faith. New York Theological Seminary an interdenominational 
seminary in the heart of New York City, committed to helping lay and ordained Christians in-
volved in ministry become more literate, responsible, and effective in the expression of their faith. 


